Study Plan

Question / Topic Passages
=3 Is the Bible Trustworthy?
=2= Did God Really Create the World?
-3~ If God is goed, why does suffering exist?
=4- Why is evil so widespread and powerful?
5~ How can evil people become righteous?

6 Whois God?

7 What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments?  Ex

8 What does it mean to take a "step of faith?" Joshua, 182 Samuel

9 How do the Old and New Testaments fit together? issiah, Luke

10 Why did Jesus perform miracles? Mark

11 What did Jesus really say? John

12 Is death the end (or the beginning)? Marthew
This is our 6™ Bible study together. So far, we’ve seen how the world was
created by a God with amazing power. We saw how He made people in

Who is God? His image and for His glory. We also saw that the first people chose to

A very important name

disobey God (“sin”), and as a result, all people were separated from God
and will die. And even when God calls people back to Himself, they quickly
drift away into wickedness.

Things to Remember
* Sin = breaking God’s law = death

Righteousness does not come from perfect
behavior — it comes from faithful belief in the
true God

* An important picture from the story of Abraham:

— The only son of a father climbed the mountain with
the wood of sacrifice on his back

— God provided the lamb as a substitute sacrifice
— “On the mountain of the Lord, it will be provided”

| always want to remind people of the two big problems facing all of
humanity. The first one is that sin leads to death for all people (physical
and spiritual) and the second one become clear next week.

Also from last lesson...

* Genesis 47:5-6 > Israel welcomed as guests in Egypt
* God revealed His plan for the future of Israel:

— Genesis 15:13-14 — Israel would be slaves in a foreign land 400
years, but God will come to rescue them

* Israel > God chose this family to bring His Word and His
Savior to the world

* lIsaiah 25:1 > God is in control of world history (His story)

As I've said before, the Bible is not a book of rules to help sinful people
get along with each other — it is the true story of a loving God who is
reaching out to bring sinful people back into a relationship with Himself.

Last week, we saw how God chose a man named Abraham to follow Him,
making a promise that one of his descendants would become a blessing to
all nations. His grandson, “Israel,” (Jacob) moved his entire family of 70
people to Egypt at the kind invitation of Pharaoh, settling in the best part
of land.

Israel in the land of Egypt

+ ~1300 BC; During % (Shang Dynasty)

* Exodus 1:6-7 > Joseph’s generation passed away,
but the Israelite people multiplied

* Exodus 1:8-10 > Egypt became afraid of Israel

Exodus 1:11-14 > To control Israel, Egypt made
them slaves and mistreated them

Exodus 1:15-17, 22 > To reduce growth rate of
Israel, Pharaoh commanded that Israelite baby boys
be killed or thrown into the river

But all of the Egyptian Pharaohs did not appreciate the Israelites. During
the Shang Dynasty (Shang chao ~1300BC), we see that Joseph and his
generation died, but the Israelite population grew very fast (Exodus 1:6-
10). A new leader came into power over Egypt who did not show kindness
to Joseph’s relatives. He was afraid that the Israelites may fight against
the Egyptians if war broke out (Exodus 1:11-14). They then forced the
Israelites to become slaves to try and control their population. They made
them work hard and treated them badly.

But Israel kept growing. So Pharaoh ordered all of the Hebrew midwives
to kill any male child born (Exodus 1:15-17), but the midwives feared God
more than Pharaoh, and they did not do what Pharaoh said. So the people
of Israel kept increasing, and God blessed the midwives. Once Pharaoh
realized that this was not working, he ordered all male children born to be
thrown into the Nile River (vs.22).




Moses
* Exodus 2:1,2 > An Israelite baby is born

* Exodus 2:3-6 > The baby was put into the river, but
found by the daughter of Pharaoh

* Exodus 2:10 > The boy is adopted by Pharaoh’s
daughter and named Moses

* Exodus 2:11,12 > Powerful Moses tried to use his
own strength to defend and rescue his people

* Exodus 2:13-15 > Moses quickly left Egypt to avoid
trouble, going to the land of Midian.

* Exodus 2:23-25 > God heard the cries of Israel

At this time an Israelite woman gave birth to a boy (Exodus 2:1,2) and hid
him for 3 months. When she did not think she could hide him any longer,
she put him in a basket and placed the basket among the reeds on the Nile
River. Pharaoh’s daughter went to the river and found the baby. She took
him in as her own son and named him Moses (Exodus 2:10). What are
some of the advantages Moses would have living in Pharaoh’s household?

Even though he was raised as an Egyptian prince, Moses still understood
that He was a child of Israel. One day, while watching an Egyptian beating
an Israelite (Exodus 2:11-15), he decided to try and solve the problem with
his own efforts. As a result of his actions, he fled from Egypt. What did
Moses do to try to help his people? Did the people appreciate his help?
Could one human release all the people of Israel from Egypt? Of course
not.

In Exodus 2:23-25, we see that the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were
still in slavery, and they cried to God for help. God heard their cries, and
He honored His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God prepares a deliverer

* Exodus 3 > Moses in the desert (40 years later)

o

Verse 1: Moses was once a powerful prince, but is now
just an 80 year old shepherd, alone in the wilderness

o

Verses 2-4: God appeared to Moses in a burning bush

o

Verses 5-6: Moses is now humble enough to be useful
(1 Peter 5:6)

o

Verses 9-10: God tells Moses to return to Egypt and
bring the Israelites out

In Exodus 3:1, we see that Moses had a “major career change” from
exalted Prince of Egypt. After spending 40 years in the world’s best
universities and most elegant palace, he moved down to the lowest
position of the day, spending the next 40 years as a lowly shepherd taking
care of someone else's’ sheep on the edge of the desert.

Now that Moses has been humbled, God meets with him on a special
mountain. He takes him through similar steps to those we go through
when we become believers in Christ:

Step 1 (v.2) — enlightenment: God appeared to Moses in a flame of fire
from within the bush.

Step 2 (v.3) — investigation: Moses saw the bush on fire but noticed that it
was not burning up so he went to see it.

Step 3 (v.4) — calling: When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look,
God called to him by name from within the bush.

Step 4 (v.5,6) — humility: God told him that He is the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. At this, Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look
at God.

God then told Moses that He was concerned about the children of Israel
and planned to lead them out of slavery in Egypt to a new land (v.9,10).

Whoam1? Who are You ?

* Exodus 3 > Moses and God in the desert

— Verses 11: Moses is humble and afraid
— Verses 12: God promises that He will go with Him

— Verses 13: Egypt had many gods with many names:
Ra, Khnum, Hapi, Osiris, Heqt, Seb, Uatchit, Ptah,
Mnevis, Hathor, Amon, Sekhemet, Serapis, Imhotep,
Nut, Isis, Seth, Shuh, Serapia, Re, Aten, Atum, Orus,
Thoth, ...

— Verses 14: The name of the true God ... “IAM” ...
eternally self-existent. The essential center of all
things.

Moses told God that he did not feel like he was the right man for the job
(v.11). God told Moses that He would be with him (v.12) and He told him
that when he had brought the people out of Egypt, they would worship
God on that very mountain.

Moses had been educated in Egyptian schools, learning about many
Egyptian gods like “Ra” the sun god, “Geb” the earth god, “Isis” the
goddess of magic, “Heket” the goddess of frogs, “Hapi” the god of the Nile,
etc. So to him, it seemed important to know the name of God so that the
people would believe he had truly been sent on this mission (Exodus 3:13).

In response, God says something very important about Himself in verse 14.
He is not like manmade gods, invented in the human imagination. He is




entirely different — He is “I AM” — the only One who is self-existent,
without beginning or end. And soon, He will make it very clear to the
Egyptians, the Israelis, and the entire world that He is the One true God.

Facts to Remember

* Moses > Powerful, but too weak to set Israel free

(Acts 7:22-25). Now humbled and ready...

* Exodus 3:14 > God’s Name : “I AM”

o He is the eternal source of everything that exists

o He is the Creator and Absolute Authority over
everything and everyone (Matthew 28:18).

o To make and worship any other god is idolatry — an
act of treason against the “I AM”

Always remember that God has absolute authority over everything: every
star and galaxy (Isaiah 40:26), every nation and people group (Proverbs
21:1), every storm (Mark 4:39), every plant and worm (Jonah 4:6-8), every
virus and bacterium, etc.

“If there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose,
totally free of God'’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single
promise of God will ever be fulfilled.” — (R.C. Sproul, Chosen By God:
Know God's Perfect Plan for His Glory and His Children)

Pharaoh does not know God

* Exodus 5:1 > Moses: “Let My people go”

* Exodus 5:2 > Pharaoh: “I do not know the Lord” and

“I will not let Israel go.”

* Exodus 6:6-8 > God reminded the people that He was

still their almighty and loving God

« Exodus 7:4,5 > God will bring Israel out of Egypt

— God will bring judgment on Egypt and their gods so that
the whole world will know that He is the true Lord of all.

— But even in the middle of judgment, God will show mercy

Before Moses began his journey to Egypt, God made it clear that Moses
should expect Pharaoh to resist (4:19,20). And as God had said, Pharaoh
was stubborn and proud (Exodus 5:1,2). Based on his answer, Pharaoh
sounds like he did not know God now and didn’t expect to know Him in
the future. He was the king, he gave the commands, and he was satisfied
with worshiping the gods of Egypt and the physical things that they
represented.

Although the Israelites living in Egypt had heard about the Lord and what
He had done for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, they had never
experienced His power personally. Now the Lord was going to use this evil
Pharaoh and his rebellion to display His power and wisdom to the
Israelites so that they would know that He was still the almighty and
caring God of Israel (Exodus 6:7).

He also planned to show the Egyptians that He alone is the true and living
God with power over the whole earth (Exodus 7:5). The false gods they
trusted and worshipped were unable to protect them from the true and
living God of all. But remember this: even in the midst of God’s judgment,
He has a merciful plan. He knows that all people, Israelite or Egyptian, are
never satisfied with weak and powerless gods, including money, fame,
and power. Keep thatin mind —I'll show you something special about that
later.
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The judgment of God against Egypt

Exodus 7:20-21 > The river turned to blood

Verse 22: the magician’s trick turns Pharaoh’s heart away

. Exodus 8:6-8 > Millions of frogs

Verses 8,15: Pharaoh hardened his heart

. Exodus 8:16,19 > Gnats on men and animals

Verse 19: Pharaoh hardened his heart

. Exodus 8:21-24 > Flies in Egypt but not in Goshen

Verses 30-32: Pharaoh hardened his heart
Exodus 9:6,7 > Egyptian cattle die

Verse 7: Pharaoh hardened his heart

Step by step, God begins to bring judgment to all of the things that the
Egyptians worshiped, starting by turning the Nile river into blood (Exodus
7:20,21). But Pharaoh’s magicians did a trick, changing the color of some
water (v.22), helping Pharaoh to ignore the judgment of God (harden his
heart). Notice this — whenever God seeks to reach out to people, there is a
liar (Satan) who will produce a counterfeit (fake) to try and lead people
away.

The next week, God brought millions of frogs up into everyone’s houses
(Exodus 8:6-8). Even though the magicians did their own trick, Pharaoh
asked for mercy. But when the pain was over, Pharaoh hardened his heart
again (vs.15).

Next, God turned the dust of the earth into gnats (vs.16). Don’t just think
that “the hand of God” works on the scale of planets and stars — the

“finger of God” (vs. 19) also works on the microscopic level. But Pharaoh
has refused to believe in spite of the evidence. Next, God does something




The judgment of God against Egypt

6. Exodus 9:10 > Boils and sores on men and beasts

Verse 12: Pharaoh has hardened his heart so often, now God
hardens it for him

Verse 15: God has shown great mercy by not destroying the
people of Egypt quickly and completely

Verses 19,20: God gives a merciful warning to the people

~N

. Exodus 9:25,26 > Supernatural hail storm
Verses 34: Pharaoh hardened his heart
Exodus 10:7 Pharaoh is warned by his own counselors
8. Exodus 10:15 > Locusts
9. Exodus 10:21-24 > Darkness

even more amazing: He sends swarms of flies into Egypt, but keeps them
out of the province of Goshen (vs.22-24). But once again, Pharaoh hardens
his heart when the flies are gone (vs. 30-32).

Now, the severity of the plagues rises. God brings a sickness among the
Egyptian cattle but spares the Israelite ones (Exodus 9:6,7). But in spite of
this great loss, the stubborn Pharaoh continues to harden his heart.

So the next plague comes upon the people, bringing festering boils upon
their bodies (vs.10). Pharaoh has hardened his own heart so many times,
that now, God hardens it for him (vs. 12) Here is a lesson to learn —when
someone continues to resist God, eventually, their heart becomes too
hard to change, regardless of the amount of evidence.

Perhaps it seems like God is being too hard on Pharaoh and the Egyptians.
But remember — God could easily have just killed them all instantly (vs.15).
Actually, God is merciful, giving people time to listen to Him and follow
(v.19,20). And those who ignore the word of God suffer devastation
because of the supernatural hailstorm (vs.25,26). But Pharaoh continues
to ignore God and his own counselors (Exodus 10:7), experiencing two
more plagues: locusts (v.15) and darkness (vs.21,22).

Exodus 12:12 — Judgments against false gods of Egypt

God loves us too
much to allow

* idolatry to harden
us against Him
(Psalm 115:8)

| PLAGUE | GYPT STING NOTES
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In Exodus 12:12, God clarified why He chose the plagues that He did: “on
all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LORD.” Although
we won’t spend much time on this chart, we can see which specific gods
each plague was judging.

When we worship a god of our own creation, Psalm 115:8 says that “Those
who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.” Since the
creator is greater than his creation, a man who creates a “god” is actually
superior to that god, showing that idolatry is actually self-worship: men
choose to take the place of god (high treason).

The Final Judgment

Two purposes of this final judgment:
1. Finally deliver the people of Israel from slavery

2. A picture of God’s plan to finally save the world from sin

Exodus 12 > The Passover
o Verses 5-7: Kill a lamb; paint blood on the doorposts
o Verses 12-13: Every house with blood — a safe place
o Verse 14: Celebrate this “pass over” miracle annually
o Verses 29-30: Death in every house without blood

(Remember that Egypt killed Israel’s babies)

Although the Lord already sent 9 terrible plagues on the rebellious
Egyptians, the king of Egypt still refused to obey the Lord and refused to
let the Israelites go free. God was about to send the final plague, one that
would free the people from slavery, but one that would also have a far
greater significance in the long-term history of God’s saving plan for the
world.

In Exodus 12:5-7 we see that God told the people to take a sheep or goat,
one year old with no defects. All of the Israelites were supposed to kill
their animal at twilight and put some of the blood on the sides and tops of
the door-frames of the houses. That night, if anyone’s house did not have
the blood of the lamb painted on the door, someone inside would die
(vs.12,13). Note that God was bringing judgment on all of the false gods of
Egypt. But if the blood of the lamb was on the door, death would “pass
over” that house. Notice also that God commanded the people to
celebrate this “Passover Feast” every year (vs.14), remembering what He
had done to save them from slavery by the sacrifice of a lamb.

This event contains a very important salvation clue: everyone deserved to
die, even Moses, the murderer. There was only one way to escape death:
the blood of a lamb on the wooden doorposts.




The Exodus (Exit from Egypt)

* Exodus 12 > The Journey begins

— Verses 31-33: The people are set free

— Verses 37: Israel grew from 70 to ~2,000,000 people
— Verses 38: Some Egyptians also followed God (mercy)
* Exodus 14 - Egypt’s final challenge

— Verses 5-7 > Pharaoh changes his mind

— Verses 10-11 > The Israelites still don’t trust God

— Verses 21-22 > God opens the sea

— Verses 27-28 > The Egyptian army drowns (what did Pharaoh
command to be done to Hebrew baby boys?)

— Verse 31 > For now, the Israelites trust God

And God did exactly as He promised, prompting Pharaoh to let the people
go (vs. 31-33).

When the Israelites first went to Egypt, there were only 70 of them. Now
there are probably about 2 million Israelites. Also notice this: some
believing Egyptians joined the Israelites as they followed God (vs.38). As |
said earlier, God is calling all people to Himself, regardless of their
nationality.

God loved the Israelites and took care of them, guiding their steps all the
way (Exodus 13:21,22). Sometimes, the Israelites didn’t like where God
was taking them. But God makes no mistakes, using each step of their
path to teach them (and us) some important truths.

You would think that, by now, Pharaoh would have learned his lesson. But
God still has another purpose for him. Pharaoh gathers his most powerful
military machines and pursues the Israelites (Exodus 14:5-7). As the
Israelite people see the mighty army approaching, it is clear that they still
don’t trust God (vs.10,11). But Moses tells them to be quiet and still —
watch what God does next (vs. 13,14).

The Israelites could not save themselves. The sea was in front of them,
mountains were around them, and their enemies were behind them. The
Israelites had seen all the great and mighty things the Lord had done in
Egypt, but they still did not trust in the Lord. Even though the Israelites
sinned and did not trust in the Lord, He was merciful and planned to
deliver them. It is the same with us. We cannot make things right
between us and God by things we do. Only God can save us from
everlasting punishment.

God told Moses to stretch out his rod over the water. The water
separated (vs.21-22) so there was dry ground, and the children of Israel
walked through the sea. When the Egyptians saw this, they started to
cross the sea on the path of dry ground (Exodus 14:26-29). This was a bad
decision on their part and reminds us of the Egyptian command to throw
all of the Hebrew boy babies into the river. Once again, Moses (and the
people) are safely taken out of the water by the grace of God (vs.29-31),
leading them to fear the Lord and put their trust in Him. At least, for a
while...

Back to Mount Sinai

* Exodus 16:2-3,13-15,35 > God feeds the
grumbling people with bread from heaven

* Exodus 17:1-2, 5-6 > God provides water from a
rock for the people

* Exodus 3:12 > God'’s promises to Moses:
— “I will be with you”

— When the people leave Egypt, they will return to this
mountain and worship

— Exodus 19:1-2 > 3 months later, God has brought
them back to the promised mountain

A few quick true stories along the way:

Exodus 16:2-3,13-15,35 > God feeds the grumbling people with bread
from heaven

Exodus 17:1-2, 5-6 > God provides water from a rock for the people

Exodus 3:12 > Remember God’s promise to Moses: “I will be with you.”
When the people leave Egypt, they will return to this mountain and
worship

In Exodus 19:1-2, we see that 3 months had passed since the Israelites left
Egypt. God led them, by a pillar of cloud and fire, to the Desert of Sinai
and told them to camp in front of Mount Sinai, the place where God
originally met with Moses. God fulfilled his promise to Moses, but notice
that confirmation sometimes comes later in our journey than we expect.




The Exodus (Exit from Egypt) Things to remember from these true stories:
* Things to remember from these true stories:
— Each time Pharaoh hardened his heart, he became less * Each time Pharaoh hardened his heart, he became less aware of God’s
f God” k d him (Sin blind: le t . . .
hetruth), e PeoPEE work around him (Sin blinds people to the truth).
— In the wilderness, God gave the people water from a . A .
rock to satisfy their thist. * In the wilderness, God gave the people water from a rock to satisfy their
— The Passover — Only one way to be saved from death: .
the blood of a lamb, painted across the wooden th | rSt.
doorposts
= In the wilderness, God fed people with bread from * The Passover — Only one way to be saved from death: the blood of a
heaven. They only needed to pick it up and eat. .
lamb, painted across the wooden doorposts

* In the wilderness, God fed people with bread from heaven. They only
needed to pick it up and eat.

Remember these important “clues.” They are not just random stories of
people wandering in the wilderness — they each point to an important
truth about how God will ultimately save all of humanity.

One final thought... As we finish our lesson tonight, | want to take you back to Exodus 3:14.
- Exodus 3:14 > God's Name : “1 AM” Take a moment to consider the fact that God Is. He always has been. He
» Godis the only eternal being is the source of everything else. Next to Him, the universe is a tiny,
7 God chose tocreate everything hat exsts temporary speck. He is of ultimate importance. Every other thing that
> Everything and everyone exists for Him (Col 1:16,17) . . . . . L.
, Compared to God, the universe is a tiny dot absorbs our attention is minor compared to Him. Since this is true, how
> He is much more important than anything else should we r‘espond to H|m?
> Since this is true, how should we respond to Him?
TR I TEASIERE AN (A We should end each lesson by reminding listeners about the glory and
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- v ﬁ , PR ; and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
To whorm ten will you compare me, that | shiould be like or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. And He is

him? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see:

4 5 . . . . ”
who created these? He who brings out theig hostby - before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his
might, and because hé is strong infpower not one is
missing.

greatness of God. Remember — He is at the center of this story!

Isaiah 40:25-26




