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	We’ve talked a lot about the first big problem of all humanity – sin leads to death.  Tonight, we’ll discover the second big problem that all people face.
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	As we’ve said before, sin is much deeper than the wrong things that we do, it is who we are, woven into our DNA.  When we act as though God does not exist, we go our own way and seek our own glory.  Basically, we take the God of the Universe off His throne and try to take His place – high treason!
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	Our problem is much deeper than good or bad behavior.  Since we cannot save ourselves, God gave us His word to bring us back to Him.
As the great “I AM,” God is the only self-existent, eternal being, He is the source of everything that exists: every physical or spiritual thing, every truth of logic or philosophy, every law that governs the universe.
Always remember that God has absolute authority over everything: every star and galaxy (Isaiah 40:26), every nation and people group (Proverbs 21:1), every storm (Mark 4:39), every plant and worm (Jonah 4:6-8), every virus and bacterium, etc.  
“If there is one single molecule in this universe running around loose, totally free of God’s sovereignty, then we have no guarantee that a single promise of God will ever be fulfilled.” ― (R.C. Sproul, Chosen By God: Know God's Perfect Plan for His Glory and His Children)
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	If God were to give each of us an “entrance exam” to enter heaven, how would we do?
Imagine for a minute that the 10 commandments were like the SAT or GaoKao…
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	Before God gives the 10 commandments to people, He starts by proclaiming His authority over them (and all mankind) in Exodus 20:1-2.
These are not just the words of Moses – they are the words from God!
God constantly reminds people that “I am the Lord” (184 times).  People quickly forget and worship other things (or themselves).
He has ultimate wisdom and power over everything in the universe, hence, the first commandment…
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	The First Commandment – God begins with the first commandment broken by men. In the garden, they abandoned Him and sought to be their own God.  Ever since that day, we have all tried to take the place of God, determining our own purpose for life, defining our own rules of right/wrong, and trying to save ourselves by fulfilling our own dreams.  Is there anyone who has kept this command, always recognizing that the true God is Lord of all (including us)?
Our #1 offense: turning our back on God and going our own way (trying to become our own god).
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	The Second Commandment - The word “worship” comes from two words: “worth” and “ship.” We worship something when we assign a very high level of “worth” to it.  Here is a fact of life: we all worship something – we all worship “smaller gods.” Here is the test – is there anything or anyone that is more important to me than the true God?  Have I taken “good” things like career, material possessions, and family, and turned them into “ultimate” things, seeking significance, security, safety and fulfillment in them? 
One way to determine the most important thing in your life is to “follow the money and the time.”  If you were to look at your calendar and your bank account, what would you learn about “worship”?
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	The Third Commandment -  Although this includes saying the name of God as a curse (e.g. “OMG”), it goes much further.  God is our creator and provider, and when we complain against Him, we are speaking falsely about His great name.  Conversely, when we do not speak His name with thanksgiving (Colossians 3:17), we break this command as well (even in our heart).
Remember how the Israelites broke this commandment in the wilderness, saying the God had brought them out of Egypt to kill them (Exodus 14:11, 16:3, 17:3)
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	So, here are the first three commandments out of ten – how are you doing so far?  Have you kept them perfectly?
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	The Fourth Commandment - In our busy world, do we regularly set aside a significant amount of time to regularly seek and worship God?  God made us and knows what’s best, so he gave us this structure for blessing and freedom.  Yet, we spend our time working hard and burning out in pursuit of things that quickly fade away.
God didn’t just give the people a list of external rules to obey – He wanted them to know and love Him, so He gave them the Sabbath to rest, reflect, and grow in their relationship with Him.  Sadly, the people reduced the commandments (including the Sabbath) to heartless, physical rules.  God often rebukes the people for worshiping Him with their words, but their hearts are far from Him. (Isaiah 29:13)
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	The first four commandments focus especially on our relationship with God.  The second six commandments guide our relationship with people (although we always offend God when we ignore any of His commands).
 The Fifth Commandment -  Not just obey parents – honor them. Have you ever debated with your parents?  Have you always protected their honor or have you complained against them behind their back?
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	The Sixth Commandment -  Maybe Moses shook when he heard this one (he was a murderer).  You might be thinking, “Finally, here is one that I haven’t broken!” But Jesus reminds us of something important – God knows and cares about what is in your heart.  It’s not just our actions: everyone who has ever been angry has broken this command (Matthew 5:22).
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	The Seventh Commandment - God created sex for a wonderful purpose (in the context of marriage).  It is a holy and beautiful thing and is designed as a picture of our faithful relationship with Him.  But we have turned it into an unholy way to satisfy our physical and mental lust (Matthew 5:28).  You can see why God often speaks about adultery and idolatry in the same context.
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	We’ve now viewed seven of God’s ten commandments.  If you’re like most people, you’re beginning to feel a bit concerned about standing before God, the Holy Judge.
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	The Eighth Commandment -  We are all thieves, starting from when we were small children taking toys from other children.  We grow up and take bigger things, physical and virtual.  We download pirated software and music, we steal time from others, and we copy the work of others and claim credit for ourselves.  Why do we steal? Because we do not trust and believe God’s promise that He will provide for our needs (like the Israelites).
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	The Ninth Commandment - God hates lying (Revelation 22:15). Whenever we lie, it reminds us who we are – children of “the father of lies” – Satan (John 8:44).
Why do we lie?  Because we think that we must lie to get what we think we need from others or to escape a difficult situation.  Once again, it demonstrates that if we choose to be our own god, we also make up our own rules.
We also know that our small lies eventually grow up to be big lies.  Close relationships (like marriage) require trust, and trust requires honesty.  Perhaps it isn’t a surprise that close relationships are becoming rare…
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	The Tenth Commandment - Have you ever thought something like this: “If only I had ______, I would be more successful and satisfied.” When we look at someone else* and strongly desire what they have, we are basically telling God that we are not satisfied with what He has given to us.  We are basically showing that we do not trust Him.  This 10th commandment exposes the fruit of our failure to obey the 1st one.  Our biggest problem is not only our bad behavior – it is our bad belief.
* Beware the “comparison trap” – it always leads to coveting, criticism, or self-exaltation – revealing the true nature of our sinful heart.
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	So there it is – ten commandments from God.  We often refer to this as God’s moral law.
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	So, you just took God’s entrance exam for heaven.  How did you do?  By the way, the “passing score” is very high – 100% (Matthew 5:48).  If you miss just one, you fail (James 2:10).  
When we compare ourselves with others, we often think that we aren’t too bad.  In fact, when people are asked if they consider themselves to be more moral, ethical, or fair than the average person, more than 60% to over 80% say yes.  (This tendency—part of the psychological "better-than-average" effect—is even stronger for moral traits than for intelligence or physical skills).
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	When we compare with others, we deceive ourselves into believing that we are better than others, But this test asks a more important question: how do I measure up against God’s standards of moral goodness?
And by the way, ignorance is no excuse (Leviticus 5:17). 
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	If we are honest with ourselves, the Ten Commandments are like a mirror for our soul (James 1:23-24)  When we look at them, they clearly show us our sin. Some people assume that, in order to be a good person, we should keep the Ten Commandments.  But the Bible provides a more important reason for the Ten Commandments:
Romans 3:19,20 – The “Ten Commandments” (“the law”) we not given to help bad sinners be better sinners.  It was given to show us that, before a perfectly holy God, we all stand guilty without defense.  
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	The Ten Commandments were not given to improve the behavior of sinners – they were given to make us conscious of our sin.  Like a wise medical doctor explaining the danger of stage 4 cancer to his patient, the Ten Commandments show us that are desperately in need of radical surgery in order to survive!
Every person is infected with the “cancer of sin.” We will not get better by trying to ignore it.  We need someone to save us.
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	When we break the laws of our country, the government has the authority to punish us. They don’t ask us if we like the law or approve of it – we are not given that privilege. Similarly, when we break the laws of God, He has the authority to punish us.  And remember, He knows everything perfectly (Psalm 139:2-4).
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	Sin is the word used by the Bible for breaking the laws of God.  As you can see from these Ten Commandments, we can sin when we do the things that God tells us to avoid, or when we fail to do the things that He requires. Here is a very big problem for all of us: God has clearly spelled out His law, we have clearly broken His law, and we all must suffer the punishment for our sin.
The Bible does not say we can “balance” our sin with good works any more than we can add some sugar to a jar of feces and make it edible.  Every good thing we try to do gets contaminated by the sin in our lives.  Even the “good things” are unacceptable to God.
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	At the beginning of these lessons, we said that we would be studying the foundational issues and main themes of the Bible.  This is one of the wonderful things about the Bible: these main themes are consistent all the way through the Bible.  The fact that God is holy and righteous and demands a high price for sin (death) is one of the foundational themes.
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	By now, you should have noticed that the entire human race is in trouble.  We have two kinds of trouble:
1) Adam’s sin resulted in death.  Death for Adam and death for all humans.
2) We have all broken the Ten Commandments and are guilty before God, deserving severe punishment. 
We have a problem – a big problem.  Is there any hope for humanity?  Is there any hope for you?  When we read the Bible, we certainly see that there is “bad news” for all people here!  And since God is a God of perfect justice, how could He possibly forgive such sinful people?  This week, think about these two big problems we each face: death and judgment.  

	[image: ]
	



image7.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20
bclore Ve

ol have g

1. Wrse3 w

- Thw it can

Tas raderae ot Beckoun Ly men

- Whofat is your source of autha ity

* Remamber = am e LORD your G

ry other @n shows we all broke this

nmandment!





image8.png
L Verse 3 u el hee Soootes st bedrw M

T S -

- The S -
.

- Wheretatay

2 Verim 46 Ou el not rrebe ad worddp T ko

- "W g

P

ey b 4

P pe

Vi farre of

Pl 01 G (P FOr YRl ) T

e G T
AT | ) s avw O O) U e et L w11 G 0 U oy b,
Vo st 2 Lare B0 Wi L0 Uww® O weardd  theee

Bo ki A T e Th | o v

VT ey G e ik A A B e £ i o L b O~




image9.png
The Ten Commandments : Exodus 20
3. Vene 3 Youshidl e no o poads befow Me
A,

2. Vene 36 voushedl ooiods ot o

e g o

ot

n..».u-. (P thuws Gond)y thes v
1w
= Evwryan e word i L s et i, sl v s i d O (ree ol | e
7wl e o™~ | o
3. Vene 7 Youshadl not rwuse S nave of God
G B wpd g Pl

Pos e . -
P

Verm 7 0wl notmaase Tw nere o e LORD wour God, ©e
The LORO wi ] not hobd anvyone pod Jens who misuse s s name

- Pax ardy
stxns Wow and





image10.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

Vene 3 You shadl haw oo otie: sty be for e Me
- * -
Vemnesdas el o b w »
- -. - a4
Vere? ¥ dlom ot ume ooy




image11.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

4 wnen N

e




image12.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20





image13.png
P r v e bt S to b & Lo

B L L L L LI T i -y
B L L T A ——
S Venellr oo vewrltiscoodoosiss
- et wan. O i 2t S | e

G erse 13 s el ot oot

ore g

S L

YR e o U1k £ 0 20 k] £ U et A

e v At to
Iy’ 4 § tol yiasthut mrogs e whusl s arery whth s brother or W e
o8 b o 12 padrert Ad e o 10 & b0 e O ¥ e
P = e e L B o Rt Ao g el s WPl T i b
i et g





image14.png
The Ten mmandment
A e R Mererrtae e Sdlagd el to bewp & Loy

T L T T T L ———
S Verse 1> Lo ver Lttecooioosies
€k oy~ Bn . O e 2t . g | i

G erse 13 s el ot oot

vl

7. e la -y





image15.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

Y e

el s ———
e i PRSIy
wrve L& 4 .




image16.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

2. Vene 35 voushul not e d

Vene 35 “vou shul not sted




image17.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

R Vs 15 o el 2o
- e unditae wta

O Verwe 16 s el ot be

vy

- G Tath. G o TRl by )

T T N P R

Proverts 1222 “Thee LOAD deton 31y rg B, bt ue chell s i
P w0 e Lo Dot ey

2o B4R Vo teding &3 oL Fiher, U Aoy arad vous wert to
Ty O 0 L it o, Y S 0B
vt ek Pl rg 1o Ues AaTs Fol sPore i3 us Ll oy Tirw., Waary
"—l—\ P s pbon P ruth v Lawgange, B Pae i o b ow st thw Fathwe o
-





image18.png
2. Vene 35 Youshul oot e d

- Cven wred ik

A Wt O ¢ G e Pt 3
9. Vene 3 voushwelooais

- Godivtnai Gumes who i Y fattwe of Lea" 7
10 Vene 17 You shal nat cowet

- oty hed 1 At b (7O e it

Vene 17 “You shul nat oot your r-!ﬂa;"s'\ml You
shud | Ot ot your e e 5w e, o ha mae o emde
s, ha oxor dankary o ay Ty T bl angs %0 your
ey Mo~




image19.png
The Ten Commandments - Exodus 20

2. Vene IS voushuln

i wrad 1 En W e

9. Vene 36 vosshulgis

10 Vene





image20.png
So, hows did you do?
= We all Qailthis test!
= The cnly passing score 100% per fect

ames 2:10 - “For whoover kecps the whale law and

yet stumbles 3t just one point iz guilyy of brealeng all
of i~

Matthew 5:48 — "Sc perfect thercfore, as your
hoavenly Father iz perfoect”™




image21.png
So. how didyou do?
= We all tallthis test!
= The cnly passing score 100% per fect
= IPCr ance B NO @ xouse
Leviticus S$:17 — “f aryone ans and docs whatis
forbidden in ary of the LORD s caommands, even

fiough they do not know it, they are guilty and will
be held rezponable™




image22.png
So. hows did you do?

= We all Qailthis test!
= The only passing score 100% per fect
- PO AR B N0 @ O

* The 10 Commandments are ke 3 mirror
= An hoonent look shows o pak

Romans 33920 © MNow we know that whasewer the lew
s, it s 50 hose Who are under the law, sothat every
mouth may be ulenced and he whole workd held
axcuntadile toGod Ther efom no cne wilbe dedwed
ngitecus in God's sght by the works of the law, rather,
v ough e law ww Become consd ous of cur uin”




image23.png
So, hows did you do?
We a ¥l tailthis test!

= The caly passing scome 200% per fect

- O AR B O @ RO

The 10 Cammandments are ke 3 mirror
= A hooent lock shows our goile

theouh T LW W Become conscious of our sim ™

= THS S THE PURPOSE OF THE 10 COMMANDMWM ENTS!

=W dont we 4 mirer %0 wash cur uce, we need
semething die to

move Cur sin..




image24.png
* Srcakrg Ticlawlcads 1o punis hment

= v Bov ik e e of this couny, we are gl ty and he
Rover rrment hus the astha 2y 1o punah us

=W e Bew ke God s v, v are ol ty and M has he
ashonty %0 punih us

= b e rfect knoatedpe of cur Troughs, feelngs, and
-t

Paabm 130 2 4~ “Vou brow whienl S st w b | 00 g eecshe
oy 0 L A0 . W R Ty eyl g O s ey Ty e o 1T

G U -k iy s Gefore awand s Gn ey ton pue O W
L T ——





image25.png
Suilty of breaking God's Lavs

Srcaking the law leads 1o punishment

=1 e ek the lew of this courttry we o e gulty and
the gover nment has the author y % punish us

= When we redk Gods Lws, we are guiliy and He ha
the authonty 1o punish us

= He has perfct knowledge of cur houghs, feslings,
and acscns

=N GOt erane our un by Tang % doa few good
things (o8 adding some sugar 10 feces dous Not m e
it gocd encugh toeat

Beah 648 - AN haw dl Become ke one who s undean,
and dl cur righmous deeds are e 4 polund garment ”




image26.png
* Srcalrg Ticlawleads 1o punis hment

= 1w Bow kT e of this counsy, ku-n-hvcusin
RO ament has the sstha 2y 1o penah u

= When wwe Bow sk God s lwn, v are ol ty and e has e
ashonty % punish us.

= hun perfect knowtedge of cur houghns, Seings, and
-t

=N ot e ine W e Bad g by sengtodoa bw
wood g

- e W e Than we Tk

Romans 3:30-22 < “There i3m0 Gne Aghdecus, Mot ewn ane
Frarw 13 N0 O WHo under Sands. Tl ¢ B N0 ONe WO Lew ko

God M| haroe 2omed aawg Ty ham wopehe Gecme
wortens, there o no one wWho doen good, Nt e n o ™




image27.png
Things to Think About
= The ertire human race has two problems

I Adams win rencited in death (Chynical and sgintsaly
For him and for al humans

2. W haw gl broken God s law and are geilny. ‘W Jd)
denerwe punishment. God isa perfect padge and we
stand ulent befoe Hm (whout deume)

* We each have the e two problems — big problems
= The 386G Question: =ow can a God ofperfect pustice
purish @n and forgive an?




image28.png
One Final Verse:

Exodus 34:6,7 — “The LORD, the LORD, the
compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet He does not

leave the guilty unpunished;”




image1.png




image2.png
What isthe Real Purpose of
the Ten Commandments?





image3.png
Things to Remember
* Ouwr first Dig problem : Sin. Socawuse we all are
aniul, we are all separasxd from God and will de.

= “AN we ke shocp have gone asway. we hawe
tuned—every one—1to his oan way.” saah 52 6




image4.png
Things to Remember
Ouwr first Dig problem . Sin. Socawuse we all are
wniul, we are all zeparard from God and will de

The able iz not just 3 bookofrules, it is the true
Story of God secking man

Exodus 3:18 > GodszName - N aa”
He is the enrnd wource of ewrything hat exats

Heis the Csates and has Moo Sohons cover
ewrything and ewrycne




image5.png
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:
What and Why?





image6.png
20 dus 2032 “And God spoke 3l $ese words, ST
am $1e LORD your God, who brought youout of Egrpt
ot of helandof davery”

Who spoke fiese words?

>God 1o al rame word

Who ks me?
e SORD oo Gt

> Gl makes 45 simem et T4 e in S Sk WY
What gves =im the rght to ghe commands?
*Heis Sre G ior of wvaryEving il ating me and vas




